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Peak levels r"rcre reached j-n 195h for rnanl' t11:es of ma't,erna] and child
hea]1,h services provided by S'bate and foca] health departments" Fur.ther-
inore, according io rel-rorts recclved frcn off ic ial  heaith agencies, more
nothers arrd children r,Fre served i-n almost e'Jery type of service 'bhan

irad been in the previous yearo This is in confrast to the dornmr.nrd trend
rnrhich had been exhil:iteC tn ]-:952 and I95l for several of the services"
{nong the r,rost inTportant of the senrlces rvhich reached nelr high leveis
r+ere those provided by public health nllrses to infants and preschool
chil-dren and to mothers during the postpartum period, fnspections by
,fentists and dental hygienists of preschool and school chj-l-dren "*ere also
ai a hig,her l -eveI than ever before" In contrast,  decreases occurred in
physicianst services to chil-dren pasl the infancy period and in nursing
services lo chilriren of sehool ase.

Atgrl$-*.ryise.s
About 1'371000 expeciant nothers received nedical  service at prenatal  c l in ics
du:ring L95\, more lhan.in anlr otlrer year on record except L95L, These
wonlen avera5ied J visits each to clinics during the year, about the saine
as in earlier jrears. In addition, 2631000 erpectant mothers r.rere given
antepartum nursing service, close 'bo the hi$est number to receive such
service since I'.rorld iiar II" There tlrere 659:000 field and office nursing
visi ts nade for thls purpose.

At the time of delivery some 2..700 mothers received nursing service thrrugh
Sfate and local heallir departrnents" Although lhis service iras inereased
s.rnet'.ha*, in the past t'*lo years, it rerrtains quite lorE in contrast to fhe
period prior lo Horld i.far II. Tn those earl-ier )rears," ho',,rever, the
proportron of births outside hoslitals was much higher ihan nor,r"
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Postpartum nedlcal examinations lrere given to 531000 nothers, an
increase of al-rnost J percent over 1953. In addition, 291+1000 uonen
recelved nursing service in the postpartum period, e high point in
e trend rrhtch has gone generally upnard since 1937, Nurses continued
to provide an average of 2 postpartum nursing vislts for each nother
in 195L.

Staff menbers of health departments pr.ovided 281000 visits for the
purpose of giving superwision to nidwives. This is one of t,he few
t5rpes of service showing a decrease in l95lr, being about 21000 below
the nunber for L9r3, This service has been dropping since 19lr1r a
trend to be expected with the gpadual decrease of the nurnber of
deliveries attended by midwives"

lnfant health services

Arnong the principal increases in service in 195b were those provided
to infants; both medical and nursing services reached larger grouls
tiran ever before. About ldlZrOOO infants attended wel1 ehild confer-
ences, 301000 more than in I9r3, There were 112181000 visits to
these conferencesr or an average of alrnost I for each infant.

For the iirst time over 7001000 infants received nursi-ng servi-ce, an
increase over the previous year of rnore than L0r000r or 6 percent,
I'ield and office nursing visits for these infants reached a 1evel
of 11?0Or0OO, or an average of almost 2$ each.

Preschool health services

Anrong the preschool group, 575rOCo children attended well-chiId
clinicsp a decrease of 3 percent from the previous year. These
children averaged about 2 visits each, as they had in earlier year.e.
Nursing service and dental inspections for this groupr however,
reached iiei^r high levels in 1951+. There were 75BrO00 pr"eschool
children wtro received irursing service at an average of 2 visits per
child. Dental inspections were provided for 97r000 preschool
clr-iIdren, 6 percent more than in 1953.

School health senrices

School medical and nursing senrices under the naternal and child
health program declined in 195hr but the munber of dental inspections
increased substantially. About 2r6?6tOOO school children received
exarninations by physlcians; ln additlon, there were 213331000 field
or office visits by nursesl a decrease of !J percent frtm the previ.ous
year. About 310501000 inspections w€re made by dentists and dental
hygienisisr il percent rpre than Ln 1953.
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Inmunizatlons

Further increaseg were made ln the nunber of persons irulunized for
diphtheria and srnalJ"pox during L95\, Tha 2rOl)r000 smallpox vaccina-
tions given through State and 1ocal heaLth departments exceeded slightly
the nwber provlded Ln lr953t while the nunber of imnnrnizations against,
diphtheria passed the lweI of 2100O1000 for the first time in 195b.
About half of these irnmr:nizations were provided to children 5 years
old and over. The numbers of persons immunized for diphtheria increased
in aIL eg6 groups; with the greatest relative increase among presdrool
children.

The attached table presents a sununary of data on maternal and shild
health serrrices adrninistered or zuperrrlsed by State health agencies
drrring 1953 and 195L.
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}IITERIIAT ffD CIIILD IIEALTII SENYICESI
1953 - 195$

(prc l  ia inary )

Haterntty servrce 

lBDrcAL slrvrc's

Ceses  adn l t bed  to  an ieDarLuu  ned l ca l  ge rv l ce . . . .
V ls l ts  by antepsr iun ca,ses to nedlcBt

C O n f e f e D C e S . . . . . . . . . .  o . . . .  o . . . . . .  a . . . . .  a .  r . . .  o
C a s e s  g t v e n  p o s t D a r t u r  u e d t c a l  e x a n l n a t 1 o u . . . . . .

In fanc  hyg lene
I n d l v l d u a l s  a d D l t t e d  t o  n e d t c g l  s e r v l c e . . . . .  o , . .
V l s l t S  E o  n e d l c a l  c O n f e r e n c e s . . . r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

p rescboo l  hyg lene
I n d l v l d u a l s  e d n l t g e d  g o  r e d l c e l  s e r v l c e .  r . . . .  . . .
V t s l t s  t o  n e d t c e l  c o n f e r e n c J s ; . . ; ; : . ; . . . . . . . . . . .

Schoo l  hyg lene
E x a n l D a t l o n s  b y  p h y s l c l a n g . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r . . . . .

T y p e  o f  s e r v l c e

PABLIC nBtUtE Nvr9Itto satytcrs

l l a b e r n l t y  s e r v t c e
Cases adn l tEed to  an teDer tu ro  nurg lng  8€ fv lc€r r . .
F te ld  snd o f f l ce  v161ts  to  and by  aBteDar tun

C A S e S .  a  a  a  a  a . .  a  a  a  r  a .  a .  a . . . .  a  a  a  a  a  a a  a  a a  a  a  a a  a  a  a  a  a  a

C a s e s  g l v e n  n u r s l n g  s e r v l c e  a t  d e l l v e r y . . . . . . . . .
C a s e s  a d n l t U e d  t o  g o s t D a r t u n  n u r s l n g  s € t v l c g r r o o
N u r s l n g  v l s l E s  b o  p o s E D a r b u D  c a s e s .

In faDt  byg lene
I n a l l v l d u a l g  a d n l t g e d  t o  D u r s l n g  g e r v l c e . . , . . . , . .
F l e l d  s n d  o f f l c e  n u r s l n g  v 1 s 1 t s . . . . . . . . . . . . r r . . .

Preschoo l  hyg lene
I n d l v l d u a l s  a d u l t t e d  t o  n u r s l n g  s e r v l c e . . .  t . . . . .
F l e l d  s n d  o f f l c e  n u r s l n g  v l s 1 t g . . . . . . . . . . o . . . . . .

Schoo l  byg lene
F l e l d  a n d  o f f l c e  n u r s l n g  v l s 1 t s . . . . . . .  . . . . . . . . . .

ITBNTAL IflSPEC'TO'YS

I n s p e c t l o n s  b y  d e n t l s t s  o r  d e n t a l  h y g l e n l s E s
P f e s C h O O I  C h l l d r e n . . . . . . . . .  r . . . . . . . . . . .  I  r . . . .  r . .
S c D o o l  c h l l d r e n .  . ' o . . . . r . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . r

YIDJ IFE  SUPB 'V IS ION

V l s l t s  f o r  n l d w l f e  s u p e r v l s 1 o n . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .

187 ,000

67 1, 000

442,O00
1 ,  219 ,000

575 ,000
11 074,000

2,626,O00

178,000

526,000
49 ,000

412,000
1,  180,000

692,000
l ,  109,000

2 .737 ,0O0

Perc  enLage

changee

5 . 2

e <

6 . 6

7 . 3
6 . 0

- 3 . 0
-8 ,2

- 4 . 1

263,000

659 ,000
2 ,700

204 ,000
56 { ,000

706 ,000
1 ,700 ,000

758,000
1,568,  OO0

2rB36,OOO

257, OOO

645 ,000
z,4oo

279,OOO
544,000

6 6 4 , 0 0 0
1 , 6 6 4 ,  0 0 0

744,OOO
1 , 4 9 8 ,  0 0 0

2 , 8 6 8 ,  0 0 0

z ,o82,ooo^
tr 977 , OOO-

4 15, 000
52 1, 000
940 ,000

2 , 5

2 . 2
L2.O
6 . 2
3 . 8

8 . 2
2 . t

1 . 9
4 . 7

- t2 .8

0 . 6
7 . 9
4 . 1

t4 .4
. t , t  z

2 ,U73 ,
2, L3'3,OOO

450,000
6e6 ,000

1 ,056 ,000

97'  000
3 ,050 ,000

28' 000

92' ooo
? , 0 6 9 , 0 0 0

30 ,000

5 . 8
14,6

- 6 . 5

lBaged or State reports (Fornr t{Clt-6ll oa aervicer rdnilistered or rrpervised by the State
balth ageacies uader t i t le y, Dart 1, of t le Soclal Securlty lct,  I l  the 18 Statea, l lasla,
tbe Distr ict ot Colut$ir,  Havaii ,  Puerto Bico, aad tbe yirSi!  Islaadc.

28aged or urroulded t igrres.
Slacludes 60,000 persols viose ago ra! lot reported.
lllclodes 93,000 persola rhose .ge ras lot relr'orted.
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