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According to reports received from State ageneies, several of the maternal
and chiid health senrices provided during 1952 reached fewer mothers and
children than they had in' the previ-ous year, indicating a shift from the
general trend which had prevailed during the period following idorld tr'Iar II.
Levels were generally still high, however, for in most cases where serviee
declined there were onfy slight drops frorn the peak levels reached in 1951.
Arnong the more notable decreases were those in rnedical and nursing service
for mothers, and in nursing service for infantso A number of other health
services, however, continued on their upward course, especially medical
service for infants and school children.

tn 1952, 1811000 mothers attended prenatal clinlcs, 81000 fewer than had
done so in 1951, which had been the peak year for the provision of this
type of service. As i.n earli-er years, each woman receiving anteparturn
care averaged J clin:lc visits during L952. Medical exarninations after
delivery were given to 55,OAO mothers, a small increase over the nunber of
such exam-lnatj-ons provided in 1951"

Most medical serruices provideC by State agencies to children reached their
highest leve1s to date tn 1952. Almost h36r0OO infants, B percent rnore
than in 1951r attended well--chiId clinics. The IrZI+3r000 visits made by
these children represented an inerease of one-tenth over the nurnber of
visits during the previous year, Clinic service was provided also for
5TBrOOO children below school oge.r who averaged two visits each durlng
1952. 0ver 216991000 examinations of school children were made by phy-
sicians under the maternal and child health programs, more than had been
rnade in any other year on record.

Decreases were rTlore prevalent in public health ser'/ices by nurses than in
those provided by physicrans. The numbers of nursing visits for mothers
who received antepartum and postpartum nursing care both declined by l+
percent tn L952. In al}, 258 ,000 women i^rere gi-ven antepartum nursing
service through 6l+7rOOO home and office visits s ayL average of tr^ro and a
he1.f visits each during the year" There was very l-itt1e change in the
nirmber of lromen who received nursing service following delivery--z83r000
tn 1952" About 31300 mothers received nursing service at the time of
detivery. The decline of l[ percent fron L95l- continues a long-range
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downr'rard trend in this type of service, concomitant with the increasing
percentage of births taking place in hospitals. 

'

There was a slight drop in the nwrber of home and office nursing visits
for infants and preschool children, but the nr:mber provided for school-
aged children rose by 3 percent after a decline in 1951. Nursing service
lras given to 68B1000 infants and 7h9r000 children below school age, In
additi-on, there were 215331000 nursing visits provided to school children.
Infants averaged about two and a half nursing visits each during the year,
whlle preschool children averaged about two.

tn 1952 there were further moderate increases in the number of persons
immunized against smallpox and diphtheria; in the latter case more inmu-
nlzations were provided under the State-Federal maternal and ctrild health
prograns than in any other year since their inception, About 1rB9Lr000
funmunizations were reported against smallpox, and 117171000 against
diphtheria. The increased effort to control diphtheria resulted in wider
immunization among clr-ildren of all age groups, but the greatest increase
continued to be found emong those under one year of a1et as had been true
in 1950 and 1!Sl. Despite this trend, howeverl about half of the irunu-
nizations in the past two years were given to the i year and over age
group.

Denta1 inspections by dentists or dental Lrygienists of preschool children
increased by one-tenth in L952, but there was a slight drop in the amount
of this service provided to children of school &g€o In all, sueh in-
spections were provideC for 881000 preschool children, more than in ary
other year since 1938; they were given also to 2r\7Zr0OO school children,
not far below the peak level for th:ls type of serrriee.

Since the beginning of the maternal and child health services program,
there has been a slow but somewhat uneven dowrrward trend in the number of
health department visits made for the supervision of midwives. In 1952
there were 291000 such visits rnade, about one-tenth less than in the
previous year"

I'he attached table suminarizes data on maternal and child. health services
administered or superrised by State health agencies for the years I95I and
L952, as reported to the Child.rent s Bureau by the States on Form MCH-51.
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P e rc  en  t age

change 2

1962

f ron

1 9 5 1

- 4 . 0

- 2 , 0
4 , 4

8 , 6
1 0 .  E

- 0 ' 5
8 . 9

4 , 7

- 4 . 1

- 5 . 8
-  1 4 . 3

0 . 9
- 5 . 9

- L . 4
'6.7

2 , 4
-  1 , 9

rt, z

2 . 4
2 . 7
8 . 0
3 . 6
5 . 3

-28.7

9 . 5
- 4 .  €

- 9 . 4

l se " t i "e "  
a& t in i s te red  o r  superv i sed  by  the  S ta te  hea l th  agenc ies  under  t i t l e - -V '  Py t  I t

o f  t be  Soc ia l  Secur i t y  Ac t ,  i a  i he  l8  S ta ies ,  A laska ,  the  D is t r i c t  o f  Co lumb ia r  Hava i i ,
Puer to  R ico ,  a rd  the  V i rg in  I s lands .  F igu res  inc lude  a l l  co r rec t i o l s  rece ived  to  da te .

2Based 
otr  unrounded f igures.

Nunber  reDor ted

191rggo
644,000
5 5 , 0 0 0

1, 069, 000

2, 679,000

268,000

647,000
g,500

289,000
566,000

6 8 8 , 0 0 0
1 , 8 6 6 , 0 0 0

749,000
1,5491 000

2,699,000

1 , 8 9 4 , 0 0 0
r r7  17  r  000

5 7 6 , 0 0 0
496,000
I  1 5 , 0 0 0
6 0 , 0 0 0

3 6 8 , 0 0 0

67 2, 0OO
5 , 9 0 0

2 8 1 , 0 0 0
578,000

6 9 9 , 0 0 0
1 , 7 5 0 , 0 0 0

732,000
L,677 r000

2r  465,000

1 , 8 5 0 ,  0 0 0
1, 67 1,  000

548,000
450,000
7 8 9 , 0 0 0
9 4 , 0 0 0

8 8 ,  o o 0  |  8 0 , 0 0 0
2 , 4 7 2 , 0 0 0  I  2 ,  5 9 2 , 0 0 0
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