






















26 REpoR? oF TEE cgrEr,, oETLDREN'S BuREAU.

DEPENDENCY AND CIITLDREN RELEASED I'BOM WORK BY TIIE UI{ITEI}
STATDS CETLD IABOR, ACT.

. The great lack of knowle-dg-e as to the probable number of needv
children in our countrv and fhe especial ialue of a genelal inquiry
into the family condi{ions of the children affected'bv the Uniteii
States Ohild Labor Act rvere pointed out in the Fourth Annual
$eport. -Although the funds available will not permit the extended
inquiry then suggested, it is hoped that in the-course of the vear some
studies.may bp. m1d9 so as to learn whether suih childr.en ar6 securing
the full benefit of their release from work, to find out s,hether theV
have gone into oc,cupations not forbidden by law or al'e in school, or
are both out of school and out of work.

Because of the importance of securing the schoolins to which he is
entitled for every chiid wlio is forbidden by the unit"ed states chilal
Labor Act to work in any of the enumerated industries. it is com-
mended to the attention of clubs and civic organizations throughout
the-country that special efrort be made locally1o see that all chi'idren
under 14 are in school and that the-y are enabled to corne there suit-
ably clad and fed and able to secure the full advantages of school.

Such efiorts on the part of local communities wilf eo far to over-
come the present genelal lack of information as to- fru""a*t 

"nif-dren. The old idea that the problem of dependency rvas one to be
answered by placing children in institutions is giving way to the rec-.
pgnition 9f tf,9 ralue. of sgcuring wherever possibl-e th"e continued
rndrvrduat exlstence of tamrltes.

The following letter was sent out by the child-welfare section of the
woman's committee of the Council of National Defense:
To ltr,e Stal,e chuirnen:

- 
'will-you 

hel,p to rnake the rfederal child Labor Law effective? This law goes
into effeet on september 1,7977. rt provides that no child uncler 14 shall ri'ork
ig.any. mill, cannery, n'orkshop, factory, or manufacturing establishment whiclr
ships in interstate or foreign commerce. Thus it sets free children under 14
who are to-day at work in any of these industries. rt sets them free to give
them a better chance in the world-so that they may go to school. Children
under 14 who have been at rvork have $lready lost time that can never be made
up to them.

Will 1'oti see that no more time iS wasted?
I'lre fuil benefit to be gained from the nerv x'ederal chikl r,abor La',v can not

be secured lrerely by its complete enforcement. The final responsibility rests
with the citizens of e!.ch locality and demands a service outside of the law
itself. rf every chikl released from work can be sent, well nourished and
decently clothed, to a good school, under a good teacher, ilren the full benefit of
*he n'ederal Child Labor Larv rvill be reaped for the country's children.

This rvill cost DoneJ'. rt nleans sacrifice on the part of older peoDle: it
means more trxes for rrrore schools nnd better schools. rt  merns 

-rrrrst inted

effort in communities where schools are not full time, rvhere teachers are not
well equipped. aDrl $hele poverty may necessitate scholarships. There is reason
to believe that comparrrtively ferv scholarships will be requirecl, and that the
important matter is to plovide the schools and see that the childlen attend them.

No words can be too strong to express the importance of giving to the Nzrtion's
children nurture and education in the fullest possible measure as a rvar-time
protection of our last reserves. It can not but stir American women to know
that England, after three years of rvar. is urging through the clepartmental
committee on education a new 1aw, keeping children in school until 14, allowing
no exemptions and including all rural children, and thus going far greatei
Iengths than the United States law.

Indirectly our new l:rw will help rural children in those areas where the
greatest problem of illiteracy now exists, for the Nation will not long nermit
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, .l'he continuance and deyelopment of the studies of dependent,

.1.?""iiu", and delinquent chilclren, not including the suggested spe-

li"iti;ai of neeclY children'
"'?1 "inJ."tablishmcn^t o f Llre library serv ice I r pon, a,pro'er. footi ng.

;: i t" equipment of the strt ist ierl  serr- ice to meet the reqrrirements

ttttifltl"top-.,rt of the exhibit rnnterial so that it could meet

the legitimate demand'
""g.-ffr" organization of an office clerical force adequrte to meet the

nriaroltfuu"work in l)rogress and of such other work as may develop

during the year' 
Jur,re c. Larnnop, chief .

tlon. lV. B. Wrr'sox,
becretary ol LaooT;
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