























26 REPORT OF THE CHIEF, CHILDREN'S BUREAU.

Infant mortality is the subject of an extensive inquiry which is -
still in progress. The findings in two communities have been pub-
lished during the year and indicate a direct relation between civie
and economic conditions and infant death rate. The field work in
six other communities has been completed. .

Various activities for the saving of babies’ lives are grouped under.
the title child hygiene. They include pamphlets on infant care and
on baby-saving campaigns and a small amount of lending material
for exhibit and lecture use. The bureau has installed at the Panama~
Pacific Exposition a comprehensive child-welfare exhibit, of which ;
the central feature is the children’s conference where individual
children are examined by a physician attached to the bureau.

- Complete birth registration is the primary requisite for community .
infant-welfare work, and the bureau has cooperated with other
agencies in a birth-registration test which has stimulated popular :
interest in the subject. .

A social study of 798 mental defectives in the District of Columbia
revealed the fact that 54 per cent were at large in the community *
under varying conditions of helplessness and neglect and only 12 per-
cent were under proper care. A study of methods of caring for illegiti-
mate children in Massachusetts is now under way. -

The compilation of laws relating to child labor and compulsory *
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school attendance and including the acts of 1915 is in proof. Work &
has been begun on a reference index of all laws in the United States §
relating to children. A report on the administration of child labor §
laws in Connecticut has been published and similar studies in five %
other States are in progress. The enforcing of street trades regula-
tions has been studied in several cities, and a report is in preparation.

. A survey of recreation in the District of Columbia was made in
cooperation with the Board of District Commissioners. The report
of this survey and a general report on the principles of community

~ effort for recreation are about to go to press,

In addition to continuing the studies already under way the
bureau has arranged to undertake a study of the social conditions
and needs of the %eeble—minded in the State of Delaware, and to de-
velop in rural districts in various States children’s conferences and
related child-welfare activities.

The bureau points out the importance of the unpublished data on
family structure in the United States secured by the Census Bureau
every 10 years and unavailable because the resources of that bureau
do not permit its tabulation.

There are two subjects on which little of scientific value is known
and which urgently demand study: The physical reactions upon the
children themselves of the work that nearl};f 2,000,000 children are
doing on farms and in industry; and the social and physical welfare
of the more than 17,000,000 children who live in scattered rural com-
munities or in villages of 2,500 population or less.

Respectfully submitted.

Juria C. Latarop, Chief.
Hon. W. B. WiLson,
Secretary of Labor.

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University





