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the test of the efficiency of birth registration, elsewhere described,
the two bureaus have cooperated, each bureau being interested for
the sake of its own individual work. The Census Bureau has been
for years making every effort to secure uniform vital statistics
throughout the United States, while the Children’s Bureau must
secure the necessary birth records which precede its studies of infant
mortality. This cooperation is working out successfully, and was
in fact undertaken at the suggestion of Dr. Cressy’L. Wilbur, chief
statistician for vital statistics, of the Bureau of the Census.

Other bureaus of the Government which have to do with children
have also wide powers ascribed to them by law. Apparently the
best method of securing the highest possible degree of effectiveness
is by the joint action of various bureaus having common interest in
the investigation of a particular subject.

PUBLICA TIONS.

The bureau has pursued its original policy of issuing, in addition
to studies of a more technical character, popular literature of interest
to the average citizen. Thus it has undertaken a series of pamphlets
on the care of children addressed to individual mothers, which in-
cludes to date those entitled *“ Prenatal Care” and “Infant Care,”
and it has issued certain publications addressed to the general public
indicating the progress of community efforts for child welfare, as the
bulletins on Baby-saving Campaigns in American Cities, Birth Reg-
istration, and the report of the work of the New Zealand Society for
the Health of Women and Children. The more technical studies are
represented by such bulletins as the compendiums of laws and statis-
tical reports. ’

There have been many requests to furnish certain of these pam-
phlets in large quantities for free distribution. Because of the limi-
tations of the printing fund it has not been possible to do this, but
all individual requests are honored, and in the case of fairs, confer-
ences, hospital clinics, and the like, for which pamphlets are needed
in quantity, a plan has been devised by which a certain number are
sent out as samples, blank lists are forwarded for addresses to be
filled in and returned to the bureau, and the pamphlets are mailed
free direct from Washington to the individual addresses given.

Tollowing is a list of the publications prepared during the last

ear:
Y A report of the first field study of the Children’s Bureau, en-
titled “ Infant Mortality : Results of a field study in Johnstown, Pa.,
based on births in one calendar year.” By Emma Duke.

A bulletin entitled “New Zealand Society for the Health of
Women and Children,” describing the methods of that scciety in
work for infant welfare. By Mrs. Etta R. Goodwin.

A second pamphlet in the series on the Care of Children, entitled
“Infant Care.” By Mrs. Max West.

A revised edition of the first bureau pamphlet on birth registration,
entitled “ Birth Registration: An aid in protecting the lives and
rights of children.”

A bulletin entitled ¢ Child Labor Legislation in the United States,”
being a compilation of the texts of the various laws. By Helen L.
Sumner and Ella A. Merritt.
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! A bulletin entitled “ Administration of Child Labor Laws in Con-
¥ necticut.” By Helen 1. Sumner and Ethel E. Hanks.
A bulletin entitled “ Administration of Child Labor Laws in Mary-
land.” By Helen L. Sumner, Ethel E. Hanks, and Arthur V.
Parsons.

A bulletin entitled “ Administration of Child Labor Laws in
Massachusetts.” By Helen L. Sumner and Arthur V. Parsons.
. A bulletin entitled “Laws Relating to Mothers’ Pensions in the
United States, Denmark, and New Zealand,” being a compilation of
the texts of the various laws. By Laura A. Thompson.
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This report ends the first two years of the bureau’s existence, in
which its work has been done with a small staff and little money. I
can not close without expressing my deep sense of the public service
rendered by that staff, whose trained ability and unstinted work have
alone made this initiatory period in some degree effective. ,

The practical wisdom of those who created a special bureau ad- :
dressed to the great task of ascertaining true democratic standards °
for the nurture and protection of the Nation’s children is already °
justified by the public response to the bureau’s small performance.

Tt is now for the bureau to develop through its appointed method
of investigation and report a service which in the course of time shall
be worthy of its opportunity.

Respectfully submitted.

Hon. W. B. WirsoN,
Secretary of Labor.

Juria C. Lararoe, Chief.
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