




























































































REPORT OF THE CHIEF, CHILDREN’S BUREAU + 35

Bulletin 1929 1030 1931 | 1022-1931

Total. e oeeeeees S 372,233 | 285,741 | 324,887 | 2,314, 283.
Prenatal Care_..____.____________________ —eee| 78,044 53,271 63,017 | 484, 750.
Infant Care..___2ZZ1T TN -] 168,569 | 131,811 | 139,710 | 1,045, 236.
Child Care 1 111 -| 65804 | ‘37783 | 33085 | 445,315

Child Managemont T snoms| e 652! 320,185,
Are You Training Your Child To Be HapPPy?-.cccoocmooammamcfecmmmaaaoofaoiaios 118,817 18, 817"

1 Superseded in 1931 by The Child from One to Six.
1 Issued September, 1930.

Purchases of these bulletins in quantities are frequently made by-.
public and private agencies interested in child health. As is to be ex-.
pected because of general curtailment of budgets, sales in 1930 and
1931 were somewhat smaller than in 1929,

The Child-Welfare News Summary was issued 26 times during the
past year and sent to a mailing list of about 1,100 child-welfare agen-
cies and publications and to persons actively engaged in child-welfare-
work. For reasons of economy it has been found advisable to sus-
pend the regular issuance of the Child-Welfare News Summary dur-
ing the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1932. A few numbers on special
subjects will be issued during the year.

EXHIBITS

During the year 603 shipments of exhibit material, including 1,898
panels, 219 reels of film, 150 slides, 26 film: strips, and 81 models,
were sent to National, State, and local organizations. For reasons of
economy, it has been decided to suspend the bureau’s exhibit work
during the fiscal year beginning July 1, 1932.

In closing this the twentieth annual report of the Children’s Bu-
reau reference must be made to the services of its staff. Throughout
its history they have been devoted to its purposes and resourceful and
intelligent in the services they have rendered. During the past years
the requests made of the bureau for consultation, for assistance in sur-
veys, for studies of some aspect of child welfare or child development
have steadily increased. With the emergency requests due to unem-
ployment, it has taken skillful planning and devoted service to keep
abreast of the work. Credit for its accomplishments during this.
emergency must go to the assistant chief, who was acting chief for-
much of the year, and to the members of the staff.

Record must also be made here of the death of Julia C. Lathrop,,
chief of the Children’s Bureau during its first nine years—from
1912 to 1921. From the beginning Miss Lathrop’s program of work
for the bureau set up prevention as its goal, although the existing-
temporary importance of palliatives was not ignored. She held that,
as a democracy, the United States must seek ways to insure the-
optimum growth and development of all American children.

The remarkable series of infant-mortality studies which were
planned when Miss Lathrop was chief of the Children’s Bureau.
sought the economic and social, as well as the physical, factors in a.
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high infant death rate. While evidence was assembled as to the best
methods of care of the dependent child, the causes of dependency
were not forgotten. The child at home and at school, at work, or
at play, in urban or rural environment, the negro child who suffered
from the handicap of racial discrimination, the wards of the Nation
in our island posesssions, were all included from the beginning in
the bureau’s plans for discovering and serving the needs of the
Nation’s children. The slow, scientific accumulation of fundamental,
basic information about children and child life was begun in no
narrow or timid spirit by Julia Lathrop. She was prepared to go
wherever the interests of the child might lead her and to accept
whatever conclusions flowed from an honest interpretation of facts
assembled with meticulous accuracy. Miss Lathrop resigned as chief
of the Children’s Bureau in August, 1921, but she was to the end
interested and helpful in the development of its work. The Chil-
dren’s Bureau has suffered a great loss in her going.

Child-welfare workers everywhere look to the coming year with
much anxiety. It will take great effort to maintain the standards
of service for children which were slowly developed during the
years before the depression, to make sure that their interests are
safeguarded in the general economies which the depression has made
necessary. Neglect of the health, education, and general welfare
of children will be permanently costly to the children and to the
future of the country.

Respectfully submitted.

Grace Assorr, Chief.
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