
































































































































42 REPORT OF CHIEF OF THE CHILDREN’S BUREAT

popular bulletins; but this will by no means enable the bureau to kg,
up with the demand.

In addition to information supplied through publications, the
bureau replies to many letters requesting advice. Last year 19 T80
letters were received, an increase of 13,252 over the year before. @

The Child Welfare News Summary was issued thirty times duriy
the year. The summary is sent on request only to persons whe arg.
actively engaged in child-welfare work and to child-welfare ageng;
and publications. On July 1, 1926, there were 1,075 names on tj
list; during the year 73 names have been added.

GENERAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORK OF THE BUREAyY

In the last annual report attention was called to the need of incregg.
ing the bureau’s resources for research and consultation with refep.
ence to delinquency and its prevention. Evidence of this need hgg
accumulated during the past year. At present such work as is dopg
in this field by the social-service division of the Children’s Buregy
must compete with requests for studies of mothers’ pensio

orphanages, child-placing agencies, and other problems connected :
with dependency and neglect. There is a growing appreciation ¢
the fact that crime has its beginning in the delinquencies of childreg
and that we are paying too much for the care and punishment g
criminals and too little for the prevention of crime. Careful stud:
1s the foundation upon which a program of prevention must be buij
To meet the present demands which come to the bureau a divisio
devoted entirely to delinquency and its prevention is needed. Fg
such a division an annual appropriation of approximately $50,000
should be made. It is to be hoped that the creation of this division
: which is so clearly in the interest of national economy, will be foun
i possible.
The Children’s Bureau is under great obligation for much valuable
unpaid assistance during the past year. Reference has been made.t
the committee of obstetricians which has assisted in working out pl
for a maternal-mortality study. The pediatric committee, which i
composed of representatives appointed by the pediatric section of the
American Medical Association, the American Pediatric Society, and
the American Child Health Association, has advised with the directo
of the child-hygiene division of the bureau about research undertak-
imgs and has offered helpful criticisms of reports and popular -
bulletins. Directors of State departments of public welfare and :
other public and private agencies, and also other Government bureaus
have assisted by reading reports, lending personnel, and in other
ways. In the same spirit of cooperation the bureau has responded
to many requests for help and local consultation on child-welfare
i problems of which no mention can be made in this brief summary of
its activities. .

Respectfully submitted.

Grace Asport, € hief

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University





