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The World’s Children, which is a single mimeographed page of
jtems of special news interest compiled from the News Summary,
was issued 16 times. This is sent on request to a mailing list which
now numbers 1,125. The items are frequently republished, some-
times singly and sometimes as a special section on child welfare, in

o number of magazines and newspapers.
- 'GENERAL DEVELOPMENT OF THE WORK OF THE BUREAU

~ For the past four years the bureau’s appropriation has been de-
creased, and a further decrease for 1927 will require further curtail-
ment of bureau activities and important opportunities for service to
_children will again be lost. Each year the bureau refuses more
requests for help in investigations and for consultation on local
~ problems which come from both public and private agencies than it
accepts. In addition to being enabled to meet an increasing number
of these demands from year to year, it is recommended that a division -
n delinquency be created to conduct research in the field of preven- -
n and proper care of delinquents and on request to confer with
ocal agencies on these problems.
_The present concern over crime and criminal tendencies in the
United States makes the creation of this division especially impor-
tant at this time. Crime begins in delinquency among children.
hough the sensational statements about increase in crime are not
ustified by the evidence available, no one would deny that the facts
ustify the demand for scientific study of methods of prevention.
he requests which come to the Children’s Bureau for research in
is field and for consultation with local agencies can not be met
ith the present appropriation. This very important subject of
uvenile delinquency is one of several subjects assigned to the social-
rvice division of the Children’s Bureau, whose field of work also in-
udes dependent, neglected, and handicapped children. To meet the
resent need a division devoted entirely to this subject and having
e necessary social investigators, psychiatrists, and psychologists
ould be created. This would require an additional annual appro-
riation of approximately $50,000. Such an expenditure would be
in the interest of national economy. At present we pay too much
for the care and punishment of criminals and too little for the pre-
vention of crime. Scientific research is the foundation on which a
program of prevention must be built.

Respecttully submitted.
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Grace Assorr, Chief.
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