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The Children’s Bureau does not claim responsibility for these
changes. 1t can, however, be said that its investigations furnished
the facts on which action was frequently based, and because of the
cooperation of experts in child welfare, public and private child-caring
agencies, and women’s organizations, the bureau has been able to
focus national attention on some of the most important aspects of
child care.

During the year just past the bureau has had an appropriation of
$271,040 for investigation and research, and $490,000 for the ad-
ministration of the maternity and infancy act during the last quarter
of the year, all except $12,500 of which was for distribution amon
the several States. During the coming year it will have the ful%
appropriation of $1,240,000 authorized by the maternity and infancy
act, of which not to exceed $50,000 will be spent by the bureau for
administrative purposes; it will also have $40,000 more for the in-
vestigation of child welfare than it has had this year. With this
increase the bureau will be able to meet only a small per cent of
the opportunities for substantial contribution to the welfare of
children which are offered it. Under the direction of Julia C.
Lathrop, the practical value of a scientific research and educational
bureau in the field of child care has been established; to what extent
it will be enabled to expand to meet opportunities for service is a
question of public policy involving a decision as to the relative im-
portance of children and their welfare as compared with other objects
of national expenditure. *

Grace AsBorT, Chief.

Hon. JaMEes J. Davis,

Secretary of Labor.
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