














suggesting changes when desirable, and insisting on clean faces,
hands, teeth and the carrying of clean handkerchiefs. Each pupil
had his teeth examined and then followed up to see that defects
or cavities were attended to at the earliest opportunity. The Par-
ent-Teacher Associations will furnish milk for undernourished
school children next year. The May Day chairman for Roaring
Spring personally visited each room in the grade schools, presented
the May Day plan to the children and pointed out that it was their
duty to be healthy children today so as to be physically and men-
tally fit citizens tomorow.

Nine negro schools of Charleston County, S. C., participated
in a health program at St. Paul’s Presbyterian Church with songs,
recitations, a parade of pre-school children and a pageant on foods.
Health literature was distributed and a tube of Colgate’s tooth-
paste was given each child.

Dental cards were distributed to school children of Altocna,
Pa. One side showed the condition of a child’s teeth, the other
side will be signed by the dentist after corrections are made. Those
children whose teeth had been put into satisfactory condition were
given free tickets to one of the leading motion picture houses in
the city.

An especially picturesque observance was that of the Armstrong
(Beaver Co., Pa.) School, a one-room rural school with an ener-
getic, original teacher. The children spent the morning of their
May Day in making May baskets. In the afternoon mothers were
invited to view an exhibit of school work including health posters.
A short program of songs and appropriate recitations followed.
Then each mother was presented with a bouquet and the children
filled their May baskets and were taken to the Providence Hospital
where they distributed them among the patients and repeated a
number of the songs on their program. The Sisters of Charity in
charge entered into the spirit of the occasion and had the more
timid of the children completely at ease. After the flowers were
distributed the children were shown the operating rooms and every
other part of the hospital, the Mother Superior explaining that
she felt this a spendid opportunity to rid each child of the dread
of hospitals and operations which often makes the average child
a somewhat difficult patient. The children seemed thoroughly to
enjoy their visit and apparently carried away an impression of a
hospital as a cheerful, comfortable place where “folks go to get
well.”

Nearly 14,000 health buttons were awarded the healthiest boy
and girl in each class room of the public and parochial schools of
Allegheny County, Pa.
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A unique May Day basket at Woodrow Wilson Jr. High School
of Cedar Rapids, Iowa, was filled with certificates from dentists
for those children whose teeth had been examined, cleaned and filled
and were in good condition.

In schools of Knoxville, Tennessee, children in excellent physical
condition were awarded blue ribbons, white being given those who
were making efforts to improve.

The St. Cloud Public Schools recognized National Child Health
Day by a program to which the public was invited. A puppet show,
a health movie, May Pole dance, a health play and the awarding
of the Health Cup and Health Tags by the school nurse made
up this program.

In Bridgeport, Connecticut, the May Day program centered
around the schools. Mrs. Winifred Hart, director of Health and
Hygiene, sent to each school the health statistics for the past three
years, which facts could be used as a cause for rejoicing because
of the improvement shown, or to create a realization of defects and
so stimulate new efforts toward improvement.

CHURCHES

Many clergymen, feeling that clean living and sound health go
hand in hand, have stressed the importance of health, particularly
in childhood, from their pulpits. The Sunday immediately pre-
ceding May Day has been chosen by most ministers for health
sermons.

Also, many of the most active volunteer groups engaged in
child health and welfare work are church organizations.

The executives of the Federal Council of Churches in Christ
are most sympathetic with the May Day program. The enormous
cost of merely mailing letters to the hundreds of thousands of min-
isters affiliated with the Council has precluded placing the aims of
May Day before the churches direct, but May Day chairmen have
labored with good success.

The clergymen of the entire county of Blair, Pa., preached on
child health the first Sunday in May (May 2). Similar co-opera-
tion is reported from all the churches of Tyrone, Hollidaysburg
and other Pennsylvania cities.

Child Health was the theme of a sermon broadcast by one of
the leading churches in Philadelphia.

A particularly cordial response from ministers was also ob-
tained in Indiana.
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LIBRARIES

A number of libraries co-operated in the May Day celebration
in various ways.

A special exhibit of child health literature was arranged by the
Public Library in Racine, Wisconsin.

In Cincinnati, the librarian went a step farther and released
through the press a short bibliography of standard reference books
on child health which local libraries were prepared to furnish their
patrons. ’

In a number of instances the community child health program
was held in library auditoriums, and in Portland, Oregon, a library
was pressed into service as a baby clinic.

SAFETY PROGRAMS

A state-wide safety program for children was incorporated in
the regular program in Florida. Over 5,000 children marched in
the Safety Parade in Jacksonville. Safety Week program was
sponsored by the Jacksonville Motor Club. The parade included
many floats and prizes were given for best dramatization of the
safety idea by schools, Boy Scout Troop and Girl Scout Troop.
Prizes were donated by the Jacksonville Motor Club and the Jack-
sonville Automobile Dealers’ Association. The loving cup was
won by Kirby-Smith, Jr. High School with 1,101 students in line.
Over 17,000 “ABC” Safety Books, containing color plates and
pages for coloring, were distributed to the pupils in the lower grades
of city and country schools by Jacksonville Motor Club.  Activities
included sermons on safety in churches, safety talks and demonstra-
tions before civic clubs and schools and two dinners (one for
white, another for colored) at which truck drivers were told the
fundamentals of safety. A system of testing truck drivers was
inaugurated and every one who goes throughout the year without
accident will be placed on an honor roll and will, in addition, receive
some award from the firm for which he works. Cash prizes or sal-
ary increases to honor-roll drivers have been pledged by two large
firms. Honor-roll drivers will receive distinctive emblems for dis-
play on their truck radiators. Gold badges are planned for five
years on honor roll. The point was stressed that honor-roll
drivers will find positions more easily.

Boy Scouts and Girl Reserves of Springfield, Ohio, demon-
strated Safety First and First Aid methods and Boy Scouts drama-
tized safety ideas in many towns.
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At noon all traffic halted one minute with red lights on in
Cincinnati in memory of 103 children killed in last five years by
traflic accidents.

During first week of May, Delaware school of Palmerton, Pa.,
put on special Safety program. FEach class made a safety poster
and talks on safety werd given each class.

MOTION PICTURES

As has been explained previously the crying need is for a suit-
able library of child health films for use throughout the year.
Their use on or around May Day would be particularly appropriate
but good use could be made of them at any time. Such films as
were available were drawn upon.

Dr. Stites, head of the Cresson Sanitarium, Cresson, Pa., loaned
his films, machine and operator for half a dozen performances in
different towns, and himself gave interesting talks on health.

May Day slides were shown in twelve of the Hartford moving
picture theatres. The Visiting Nurse Association arranged a
motion picture program in the largest theatre in the city. Tickets
of admission were printed by the Metropolitan Insurance Company
and were distributed by their agents as well as by the visiting nurses.
‘The manager of the theatre was most generous in providing organ
music and a comedy film. The State Department of Health and
the Dairy Council provided educational health movies, about five
in number. The mayor also addressed this meeting, which was
attended by 2,000. The nurses of the N. V. A. acted as ushers.

A film loaned by the City Safety Commission on the prevention
of accidents was shown for a week in Milwaukee, Wisconsin.

Special pictures were run in three Lincoln, Nebraska, theatres,
with an estimated audience of 35,000. A six-reel film, “Say It
With Pearls,” was shown in the public schools to about 10,000
children.

The Metropolitan Life Insurance Company sent the film, “New
Ways for Old,” to Endeavor, Pa. This shows the value of toxin-
anti-toxin for diphtheria.

A tooth brush drill at the State Theatre and a health playlet,
together with moving pictures, was shown at Loew’s Regent in
Harrisburg, Pa. Children who showed cards proving that they
had had their teeth examined by a dental hygienist were permitted
to attend the performance free.

Films loaned by the Child Welfare Division of the Department
of Health were used in all theatres of Juanita County, Pa., and in
a number of other cities and towns throughout the state.
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Four health films from the Inter-state Dairy Council and Penn-
sylvania Tuberculosis Society were shown at Clearfield, Pa., and
nine others were used in nearby small towns.

A “Projectoscope” threw May Day slogans on a large blank
wall and another on the smooth asphalt street on the busiest corner
of Clearfield, Pa.

Films from the State Board of Health and Metropolitan Life
Insurance Company were shown all the week of May 12th in twelve
counties in Kentucky.

Motion pictures and slides were shown at 36 lectures by repre-
sentatives of the Department of Health in Maine during the month
of May. Brief talks were given between pictures at motion picture
houses in several cities of the state on May Day.

Parts of the Mansfield, Ohio, parade of 3,000 Blue Ribbon
children were shown in weekly reviews in motion picture houses
all over the country. Five films loaned by State Division of Child
Hygiene were used in Indianapolis theatres.

Moving picture “parties” were given in Washington, D. C., at
which educational films from the Children’s Bureau were shown
and Cho Cho, the health clown, performed.

Health films from the Children’s Bureau in Washington were
used the first three weeks of May between two regular films in each
town of Carbon County, Pa. These were shown a second time in
Palmerton to foreign mothers in one of the school buildings, accom-
panied by a health talk.

WINDOW DISPLAYS

A valuable and practical means of drawing attention to the
observance of child health day and of emphasizing the importance
of caring for the health of children is afforded by merchants’ show
windows.

Large firms like Lord & Taylor, Arnold Constable, and other
great metropolitan department stores, have shown their willingness
to co-operate in this way.

Kaufman’s Store, Harrisburg, Pa., had an excellent display
featuring a model clinic.

In Racine, Wisconsin, as a preliminary demonstration of what
health examinations are, an exhibit was arranged by the Wisconsin
Anti-Tuberculosis Association which furnished the material and
personnel, and the F. W. Woolworth Company, which permitted
the use of a store window. This exhibit showed the actual conduct
of a physical examination in pantomime accompanied by explanatory
placards. In spite of bad weather large crowds gathered during
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the entire time this exhibit was in progress. Its purpose was to
demonstrate the methods of examination of pre-school and school
children in order that a large attendance might be assured at the
May Day special clinics and that the idea of school medical exam-
inations now in progress temporarily under the auspices of the
Racine, Wisconsin, Tuberculosis Society might be explained to the
people of Racine in order that appropriations might be forth-
coming to insure the permanence of this work.

One of the largest show windows of Bellwood, Pa., that of the
Bellwood Furniture Store, gave a window over to the May Day
committee, which decorated the window as Healthland with the
slogan, “Make Bellwood a Healthy Town.” Posters made by
the children were also used.

Biggins & Heberling, of Tyrone, Pa., arranged a window dis-
play on health and offered a prize to the 8th grade pupil submitting
the best description of it.

Merchants of Oil City, Pa., decorated windows and displayed
posters on health. Two windows were rented for display of health
material for a week. The Girl Reserves helped distribute posters.

A novel window display was that in Beaver Falls, Pa., where
the cooking of a model breakfast by girls from the home economics
classes of the Beaver Falls High School was shown in the window
of an electric company.

Dr. Scott, dentist, of Lansford, Pa., directed demonstration
given by Lansford school dental hygienist in the show window of
one of the town’s largest stores.

In Louisville, Ky., Kaufman, Strauss & Co., displayed a Health-
land Trail together with wearing apparel for children.

A Madford, Oregon, grocer had a popular window display
showing the American Child Health Association’s Map of Health-
land. A bright streamer from the poster called attention to
objects on display. Long Sleep Mountain was demonstrated by a
doll asleep in a crib, Orange Valley by a basket of oranges, etc.

In an Art and Baby Shop in Roseberg, Oregon, the county
nurse placed a box for prenatal letter requests and a lovely window
display was shown.

POSTERS

A new poster, ‘“The Runabout’s Daily Program,” was prepared
by Rhode Island’s State Division of Child Welfare and dis-
tributed to all Well Baby Conferences and Nursing Organizations.
This Division also provided fliers, “Good Morning! This is
National Child Health Day,” to be used in stores or on store win-
dows..
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Posters carried on the front and rear of street cars in Wash-
ington, D. C., announced May Day as Child Health Day and called
the attention of the public to the necessity of periodic health exam-
inations.

The Quota Club of Oil City, Pa., offered a prize of a five-dollar
gold piece for the best health poster made in two Junior High
Schools of the city. These were displayed in a prominent down-
town store.

The art classes of Juanita Gap, Pa., schools used health habits
as subjects for posters.

The fifty best posters of 200 made in Klamath Falls, Oregon,
schools were shown in store windows, and a prize was given the best
poster in five city schools.

Forty cards, “May First—Child Health Day,” were used-on
trolleys in Oil City, Pa., and the Beaver Valley Traction Company
(Pa.) displayed a special poster on all cars, printed at their own
expense.

The Louisville (Ky.) Taxicab Company ran a legend over the
front of their cars: ‘“May Day Is Child Health Day.” This
was carried for a week by hundreds of taxicabs. The Louisville
National Bank exhibited on the bulletin board in front of its build-
ing, one of the most prominent corners of Louisville, a sign with
“May Day Is Child Health Day. Health Every Day for Kentucky
Children,” the entire first week of May.

One of the Madison, Wisconsin, banks displayed health posters
and photographs of babies who have accounts with this bank.
Passbooks of one dollar were given to each child born in Dane
County during the past year.
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MAY DAY—NATIONAL CHILD HEALTH DAY
LOOKING FORWARD

“Health officers of the various communities, governors of
states, mayors of cities, teachers in our schools, many individual
welfare workers and organizations; not to mention the clergy, a
veritable army, all united in an effort to do the utmost within their
power in a permanent American movement toward securing to our
children their most elemental rights:—to be born well, to have a
healthy childhood, and to reach maturity in the happiness that
comes in its fullness only to those whose physical hertiage has been
safeguarded. With bodily health almost surely goes the natural
selection of healthy associations, moral and spiritual as well as
physical. Also, with such health, and just as naturally, goes an
aptitude to receive the right instruction easily, to be kind, to regard
the rights of others, that is, to make good citizens.

“The movement demands that no man or woman who enlisted
in this cause last year or this year shall fall behind or fail to enlist
others, so that each year the results will double until it has become
a national habit, an almost subconscious impulse, to remember the
child wisely, constructively, from the day that parents are born
until the day their children become parents; that is, always.

“Then no words of any one man or woman will be necessary
in defense of the nation’s will that its children shall be well.”

HerserT HOOVER
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A BULLETIN OF SUGGESTIONS FOR 1927

For health officials, school administrators and teachers, and
all communities, organizations and individuals interested in making
the vision of “the child’s bill of rights” become a working program

in every community. Price, 10 cents.

*
THE MAY DAY FESTIVAL BOOK (New Edition)

An illustrated pamphlet of programs, plays, and suggestions
intended to emphasize the picturesque and joyous features of May
Day observance. Price, 10 cents.

=

OTHER SOURCES OF INFORMATION

A revised child health bibliography and up-to-date lists of
sources from which child health films and posters may be obtained.
Mimeographed copies will be sent free on request.

*

AMERICAN CHILD HEALTH ASSOCIATION
370 Seventh Avenue
New York
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 THE CHILD’S
BILL OF RIGHTS
L

CGHE ideal to which we should

strive is that there should be no
child in America, that has not
been born under proper condi-
tions, that does not live in
hygienic surroundings, that ever
suffers from undernutrition, that
does not have prompt and effi-
cient medical attention and
inspection, that does not receive
primary instruction in the ele-
ments of hygiene and good

health.
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