














7

where, with symbolic characters participating and the real char-
acters forming a background, a brief drama might be enacted, con-
secrating both effort and resources to Columbia and the cause of
human freedom.

(2) Folk dances of different countries might be given to advan-
tage in many communities, and the children®would enjoy getting
together to practice them. Assistance in planning folk dances may
be secured from Miss Elizabeth Burchenal, American Folk Dance
Society, 2790 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

(8) The patriotic appeal of the new songs is strong; and many
singing or glee clubs and bands will, it is hoped, be started during
the Recreation Drive. People like to get together and sing, and
they should be urged to form definite groups to provide the music
at the Play Week celebrations. In several States directors-of com-
munity singing have been appointed under the State Councils of
Defense, whose cotperation in Play Week will be valuable. It may
be desirable to have a song contest among different choruses and
glee clubs; between the boys and girls who have formed themselves
into bands,and orchestras. Perhaps original patriotic songs might
be composed by some one in the clubs and rendered as the musical
contribution to the exhibit. In one State an effort is being made to
organize penny whistle clubs among the little boys who otherwise
might be idling on the streets.

(4) At the 1918 State Fair in Washington there is planned an
exhibit of simple toys suitable for children of different ages and of
homemade play apparatus. Such an exhibit might well be made a
feature of the Play Week. Demonstrations of certain games for
young children might be given—for example, work in sand boxes,
and floor games. In this connection, the sections on outdoor and
indoor play in “ Child Care” will be helpful.*

Some clubs or organizations of women might be asked to take
charge of serving meals at the exhibit if that seems desirable. Tt
should be possible in this way to defray at least part of the ex-
penses of the Week.

AWARDS.

Some places may wish to give awards for each one of the exhibits
outlined above which they determine to hold. In that case a care-
fully selected committee of judges would, of course, have to be
appointed. The ingenuity of local committees would determine the
awards—possibly different colored ribbons might be used. In any -
case the prizes should not be elaborate nor expensive.

1 Child Care, by Mrs. Max West, may be secured free of charge from the Children’s Bu-
reau, United States Department of Labor, Washington, D. C.
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When the Recreation Committee has surveyed the resources of its
community for recreation it will be able to choose which of these
exhibits it will wish to undertake. Local talent will doubtless be
able to invent other demonstrations particularly adapted to the com-
munity’s special abilities.

In each exhibit some one person should be made responsible for
seeing that everything is made ready, and that the children are col-
lected and prepared to do their parts on time. But above all, that
person and every member of the committee should see that all the
children who take part in the exhibit enjoy what they doj; that they
find real fun in getting ready; that they do outdoor things, and prac-
tice outdoors; that in every way the preparation itself counts as pro-
tection of their leisure time.

LIST OF ORGANIZATIONS FROM WHOM ADVICE CAN
BE SECURED.

Amateur Athletic Union of the United States, 290 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

American Folk Dance Society, 2790 Broadway, New York, N. Y.

American Red Cross, Bureau of Junior Membership, Washington, D. C.

Boy Scouts of America, 200 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

Boys' and Girls’ Clubs, Cooperative Extension Work, United States Depart-
ment of Agriculture, Washington, D. C.

Camp Fire Girls, 31 East Seventeenth Street, New York, N. Y.

Drama League of America, 806 Riggs Building, Washington, D: C.

Educational Drama League, 105 West Fortieth Street, New York, N. Y.

Girl Scouts of America, 527 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y.

National Story Tellers’ League, 3 Kennedy Street, NW.,, Washington, D. G

New York Community Chorus—Mr. Harry Barnhart, 2410 Webb Avenue, New
York, N. Y. .

Playground and Recreation Association of America, 1 Madison Avenue, New
York, N. Y. )

United States School Garden Army, United States Bureau of Education,
Washington, D. C.
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