























10 OUTLINE TOR BIRTI-REGIRTRATION TERT.

XTI The cxeeutive chairman appoints a subcommittee to count
the answers to the questions indicated on the cards with a view tw
learning—

A Total number of babies born in community during period
covered by investization,

B. Total number of registered births,

C. Total number of unregisiered births.,

D. Total number of habies of white pareni=!

1. Numbher of these registered —not registered.
T, Total rmumber of babies of colored parents.
1. Number of these registered —not registered.
. Total number of babies whose mothers were attended by-—
1. Physician,
(@) Number of these registered—not registered.
2. Midwife,
(@) Number of these registered- not registered.
3. Other,
(n+ Number of these registered—not registered.

G Total number of ehitdren Lo during period covered by
investication and living at time of investigation,
1. Number of these registered—not registered.

1L Total number of children born during period coverad by the
investigation and not living at time of investigation.
1. Number of these registered —not registered.

I 1f the information under any of these heads is lacking, that
fact should be noted in a *no report” group under each
head.

J. The total for cach of the following groups added together,
with the “no reports™ for each group, should be equal to
the total number of births:

1. Band C
2, 1} and 12,
3. D1 and E-1.
4. F-1,2, and 3.
. Goand IT,

[ ]

¥ In comnunitics witli a large foreigu populition a Vlassitication Ly native and foreign parentage may Lo
included,
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OUTLINE FOR BIRTH-REGISTRATION TEST. 11

XIIT. Tn a community of 100,000 population or less, results are
counted as fellows:

AL Cards should be sorted to make sure that nene that should
have been eliminaied have heen meluded,

B, Te obtain total number of children born during period cov-
ered by investization, cands shonld he numbered con=eeu-
tively in staee after
corner of card.

1. o hapee communities an automatic numbering mnehine
will be found u=eful. Such a machine may be hor-
rowed from a tocal stationer or may be purehiased lor
83 or &4,

(', To obtamn other totals,

Cards are sorted aceording to elassification of desired
total, urranged i piles of 50, or 100, and the bundles
counted.

Al countine s done independently by two different persons
and groups and the results vepfied to insure their cor-
recliess,

szerial number” i Jower right-hand

[Specimen form: for tabulation of resulis of Lirth-roglstration canvasgs

Testof bivtlregistration for berths occurring belieen ... o.. . o0 I L 177 A
L.

Colort

'i‘I)[zLIhirlllx‘,‘ Live births, | Stillbirths,

-1 . Not
' e t
| ‘ Whire, ; Colored. reported.
: | | N -
i : i | H !
!Numv Per Per ‘\'um-‘ Per |Num— Ter 'Num- TPer Num- Per

i Ler. . cent. - ber. cenl. ber. 1 cent. ber. § eent. t ber, .o cent, ber, :eent.
‘ : 1

Total,.......... 123 10 100 101.n'

\ ‘
! o | oo 2% | 10 o' 200
Tegiateremd L. T T et a w0l om0 s W al: 2 18
Cnregistered oy osne| owe B3 8D S0 42 B3 33 6Rh L.l
i i
j Attendant ol birth. Children div-
; - _ . . Ul ot time
I ! i | Cofinvestiz-
i Physician., | Midwife. i Othier, 'Not reportsd, tion.
| H : ! _

Nunm-  Por Num-i Per {Num- Per iNum- Ler Num- Fer
i ber.  eent. P ober.  cent.p ber. eent. ber. oont. - ber. cent.
| \ ' : : E I i

PO oo eeereee el T3 OIO00, 45 1000 3‘1()00\ :mo 01 160.0
4ha| IR
30 : A4 31 689

Repgistered .. ooiaien.. .

Uhremi=tered oo ieeiaea e C100.0°,

L In eomnmunibies with a large forcign popu] ation a uassxﬁumnn by ndtn‘ und loreign 1mrulta§.t‘ may be
substituted for or added Lo 4l elassification Ly colos.

— — — —— — -
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12 OUTLINE TOR BIRTH-REGISTHATION TEST,

X1 In order to compare the adequaey of registration in different
ovoups of the population, the percentage of unregistered births in
the community as a whole and in each geoup should be determined.

AL For examyple, to find what pereentage of the hirths included
in the canvass are regiztered, add two eipliers to the total
number registered and divided by the total number of
Lirths.  The percentage of those unregistered may be
obtained shnilarly by adding two ciphers to the total
number of unregistered births and dividing by the total
numher of births,  The sum of the two percentages thus
arrived at should equal 100, similar reckonings should
be made for cach of the groups indicated.

B. The results of the test can be shown trathfully only by
pereentages. It may easily be scen, for instance, that a
comparison of registration among births attended by
physicians and births attended by midwives, based on
nusithers and not on percentages would be misleading
and unsound.

HOW TO USE THE RESULTS OF THE BIRTH-REGISTRATION CANVASS.

A birth-registration canvass is a necessary part of o community’s
aunditing. and citizens should take pride in having it done frequently
and carefully. The canvass should be made the occasion for put-
ting before the public the value of birth registration and the need
for making the local records complete.  In many communities the
canvass has heen followed by a mass meeting at which the results of
the investigation have been made public. At such a mass meeting
graphic charts and posters should be used to llustrate the findings,
and the problem of birth registration should be briefly discussed
frow diferent angles by competent speakers. A local lawyer may
be willing to talk on the legal value of the birth certificate. A doe-
tor mayv =peak on birth registration from the physician's point of
view. A =ocial worker may dizcuss the relation of birth registration
to the problems of infant-welfare work. A member of the school
board may =how how the birth certiticate aids in the enforcement of
the compulsory education laws. A speaker may be obtained who
will point out the evils attendant upon the entry of young children
in industey, and show how birth registration protects children from
being put to work before the legal age.

At the mass meeting the significance of the figures obtained
through the canvass should be explained. 1f they show, for
instance, that children of colored parents are not as frequently pro-
teeted by birth registration as are the children of white parents,
attention should be drawn to the need of a special campagn to
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OUTLIKE ¥OTR BIRTH-REGISTRATION TLRT. 13
aequaint the coloved ponnlation with the advaniages of birth regis-
tration, 10 the convis bas revealed that midwives ave especeially
Lax whoni veporting births, that fuet showdd Be emplinszed. arder
1o aronee Lhe attention of the midwives to the neeessity for resister-
e ald Births which they attend. The names of individuat doviors
and midwivis who e heen las whout reporting hirths chouid not,
of vourse, he made public, thongh in every ease the attention of the
offending person should be privately drawn to the Faw which
denvands g report of births, ’

A copy oof a madel birth-registeation law moy be obtained from
the United Srates Burean of the Census, and 1f ihe state Tow does
net seenn, upon comparvison with this Iaw. to be adequate, that fact
should He made publie and an attempt should be made to arouse
sentiment in favor of a new law. I the Taw is adequate but not
properly enforeed, parents should be urged to aid in its enforcement
by dnsisting that the doetors and midwives report all hirths as the
law requires.  The number of babies who died during the vear
covered by the investigation may be used to draw attention to the
need for infant-welfare work, and may, indeed, serve as o basis for
a later study ol mfant mortality.

In conneetion with the mass meeting and following 1t, as much
newspaper publicity as possible should be obtained.  In order not
to permit the inlerest aroused by the canvass to lapse, certain
“follow-up” measures should be undertaken. In some commun-
ities, the names of registered babies are published in the newspapers
daily or weekly, Parents read these lists, and if their children do
not appear on them are led to ask the reason,  In other communities
the parents of ecach child whose birth has been registered are sent a
birth certificate printed in such form as to make it desirable for
presevvation.  [n still other communities each mother whose haby's
birth is registered receives pamphlets on the care of the haby.
All of these meihods ave effective in keeping the importance of birth
regisiration n the minds of the public. Some one of them should
be adopted in every cominunity where the canvags is held m order
that the effort spent may result in permanent good.
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