




























































































































































































































































































96 MOTHERS  PENSIONS—NEW ZEALAND.

MAGISTRATE'S CERTIFICATE AS TO RENEWAL OF PENSION.

District, ————, Pension No. .

I hereby certify that I have investizated the application for renewal made by [name
and address], and am satisfied on the following points:

(1) That the conditions of the aforesaid act have been complied with [or, as the case
may be, have not been complied with in so far as relates to section — of that act}.

(2) That the pensioner is the mother of children under the age of fourteen
ye;zirs, and the maximum pension payable is £ , subject to the deduction shown here-
under.
© (3) That the pensioner's income from all sources is as follows:

Net
income.

(a) Income from personal earnings, £—; pension, £ —
: Less statutory exemption
(b) Actual income from property [to be inciuded only when more than 5 per cent of value of
property—see helow|]. ... ... ...... ...

{¢) Actualincome from other sources
(d) Constructive income (in terms of section 8 (2):
On account ol home.

FOTET (i 1o} s T PP

On account of furniture and effects. ..
Less mortgage.......... et ieeeeaeataeeiaieiaaeananas

Onaceount of Cash. ... . et
On account of other property 1.
FIEECE e T0) o ¢ ¥

IR E:0 0 o) (0% o o 1 N £

Five per cent of property [to be included only when more than actual

income {rom proper-
ty—see above]. .. .o i,

TotalinCome. . ..oeue i i i it e £

Deduction on account of income in excess of £30......ccevneennn... e tenneeieeeeeraeasatsaaaas

Decision: The pensioner is granted a pension of £ ... ... .ol

1 Particulars of other property.

The pension year commences on the 1st day of 4 191~
{Date.)
— ————, Magistrate.
Payment is desired at the post office.
Renewal of warrant under section 18 required in favour of —_—
Noted in pension register: [Initials of registrar].

Clerk of the Ezecu;ive Couneil.
[Extract from New Zealand Gazette, November 23, 1911.)

OPERATION OF Law.

The Widows’ Pensions Act created no new machinery for its administration,
but instend made use of that already existing for old-age pensions. As the
system in operation under the old-age pensions acts was readily adaptable to
the new measure, the inauguration of the scheme was carried out without any
hitch. The act was passed on the 28th of October, 1911. Copies of the act
were distributed immediately to the various registrars and the regulations
under the act gazetted on the 23d of November. By the second week of De-
cenmiber forms of applications were available from one end of the Dominion to
the other, with the result that pensions were being granted within a few days
of the law coming into force on January 1. 1912,

During the first fifteen months of the operation of the law, from January 1,
1912, to March 31, 1913, a total of 1.865 claims for pensions were lodged, of
which number 1,448 were established. 838 rejected, and 79 were awaiting in-
vestigation March 31. 1918, Tlhe number of children under 14 o whose account
pensions were granted was 3,527, the total number of children in the 1,448
families being 7.207. Average number of children under 14 per family, 2.44:
average of family, 5.

There were on the roll March 31, 1913, 1,313 pensioners with a total annual
liability of £24,768 ($120,620.16) : average pension £18 17s 3d ($91.86). 224 of
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MOTHERS  PENSIONS—NEW ZEALAND. 97

the widows were receiving a pension of £30 ($146.10); 239 a pension of £24
($116.88) ; 346 a pension of £18 ($87.66); and 406 a pension of £12 ($58.44).
98 widows in the four groups, who had incomes in excess of the amount exempt
from consideration, were receiving pensions at the slightly lowered rates pro-
vided for in sections 7 and 8 of the principal act.

The income and property of the 1,313 widows’ pensioners at the end of the
year (exclusive of the pensions) were as follows:

Income—
From property £8,431 | $41,058.97
From other sources (including personal earnings)... 38,008 | 189,920.26
0 | RN 47,429 | 230,979.23
Average iNCOMe Per PeNSIONeT. vauaremutaraeeeiearacacaaaoaceccasanccaaasons 36 175.32
Progrty—-
115,885 | 564, 359.95

36,791 | 179,172.17
41,172 | 200,507.64

193,848 | 944,039.76

OLETE 1 110) ¢ ¢:e: V-0 PRSPPI 53,178 | 258,976.56
7 Y rneeserecceesesvacressceessenestenaas 140,670 | 685,062.90
Average amount of property per pensioner..c...ceecereecercraatesensncsanca.s 107 521,09

Of 903 of the 1,313 widows the occupation given was domestic duties; of
100, charwoman ; of 48, dressmaker; of 41, boarding housekeeper; of 38, nurse;
of 34, laundress; of 17, factory hand; of 16, tailoress; of 15, machinist; of 13,
dairy farmer; of 12, shopkeeper; of 9, shop assistant; of 7, postmistress; of
6, farmer ; of 6, music teacher. The remaining 48 were scattered under a pums-
ber of different occupations.

Only 36 of the 1,313 widows on the roll March 31, 1913, were over 55 years
of age. (The amendment of 1911 to the Old-age Pension Act provides an old-age
pension in excess of the maximum available as a widcws’ pension to women
55 or over with children under 14.) The remainder represent approximately
15 per cent of the total number of widows in the Dominion between the ages
of 20 and 55.

(From the fourteenth and fifteenth annual reports of the New Zealand pen-
sions department, 1912-13.)
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