
















SPECIAL A\ryARD

Children's Hospital National Medical Center
Washington, D.C.

Children's Hospital National Medical Center (CHNMC) opened

its doors in 1870 in a rented house in Northeast Washington with 12

beds. Today, the hospital is an ultramodern facility lvith 279 beds and a

staff of over 2,000 that addresses 35 medical and surgical specialties

and subspecialt ies.
Children's Hospital has a four-fold role: as caregiver, educator,

researcher, and advocate. Each year, Children's Hospital provides care to

nearly 10,000 inpatients and almost 200,000 outpatients in the hospital

and five community clinics. As educator, the hospital trains 170 medical

residents each year, serving as the Department of Child Health and De-

velopment for the George Washington University School of Medicine

and Health Sciences. The Research Department at Children's is the cen-

ter for dozens of investigations into the prevention, management, and

treatment of childhood diseases. In 1973, CHNMC estabiished the first

hospital-based child advocacy unit in the country. The Office of Child

Health Advocacy spearheads community child health initiatives and

collaborates with other institutions in promoting policies, programs,

and legislation to foster the well-being of children and families.

Community service has alrn'ays been an integral part of the

mission of Children's Hospital, rvhich for more than a century has

treated thousands of children whose parents did not irave the ability to

pay. Founded on the belief that no child should be denied heaith care'

the hospital makes it possible for children at all income levels to receive

the most sophisticated and comprehensive treatment available.

An outstanding example of CHNMC's community service is the

Division of Child Protection, a multidisciplinary program that provides

specialized services to some 1,500 pliysicaily abused, neglected, and

sexually victjmized children and their families each year. Community-

based clinics, child health and safety education programs, accident and

disease prevention campaigns, and a variety of other programs also

further the hospital's commitment to the Slashington community'
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