








Self-appraising parents will want to take a look at this
picture, too, knowing they are, after all, their child’s first,
most important, and most continuing teacher.

Don’t despair. Few of us—parents, teachers, or anyone
else for that matter—have all of the qualities that it takes
to be the ideal parent of a gifted child. Possibly, every
such parent has often thought : “This is too big a job for me.
I'm not up to it. I don’t have what it takes. T can’t give
him what he needs.”
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At those low-ebb moments, before you question your ade-
quacy, consider the meaning of this important fact: this
child didn’t just happen. What he is, you have given to him
or helped him fashion.

And another fact that you should never forget. Maybe
you can’t match his brightness with brightness. There are
others whose job that is anyway. Those things you, father
and mother, can give him are unique and precious: happy
good mornings and safe good nights, an occasional lap to
rest on, pancakes for breakfast, an arm to hold him steady
and close, an outstretched hand, and the thousand other
daily acts—some forgotten and some forever in memory—
that only parents can give us.

And remember this, also: for all of the lacks that you
may feel, you have one ingredient that he needs greatly,
something he doesn’t have and won’t have for a long time.
That is your experience.

Life can become very thrilling for both of you as your
child grows, as you work along with him—helping and guid-
ing -when necessary, but standing aside when that is called
for, too. High and joyful possibilities open before both of
you.

Great satisfaction can come from seeking a wide range of
contacts with the physical, mental, and spiritual worlds.
Even greater satisfaction can come from helping a promis-
ing flame become its brightest. You, indeed, are fortunate.
Be glad for the rich, full yielding and rewarding years that
lie ahead for you and your gifted child.
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