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heavily. The average yearly cost of a college education in
a State school is about $1,500. The cost in a private college
is about $2,000. This covers tuition and fees, board and
room, clothes, transportation, books, and recreation.

I{orvever, each year a co}lege education is becoming in-
creasingly possible for an increasing number of young
people through part-time employment, scholarships, and
student loan funds.

Some students think of a fellorvship "handout" or nothing.
Available student loan funds often are unused. Some par-
ents urge their children to make use of such resources, feel-
ing that rve borro'w for so utany things, why not borrow if
necessary for the important investment of a college
education.

Talk rvith tlie principal of your child's school. He may
be able to give you specific information about obtaining
scholarships or loan funds. Or write to the college your
child is interested in attending about possibilitie,s.

Tbe gifted. cbild,'s id.eal

A great n'rany articles about gifted children have talked
trbout the kind of teacher rvlio is best for a gifted child.
Children themselves have been asked. From their ansx'ers
you carl get a fairly clenr idea of the kind of person they
'want to be their teacher.

They rvant a friendly, alert, understanding person, fair
and lielpful. They rvant consistency in their discipline.
They rvant a persoll rvho is strong and healthy and has a
sense of humor. They want sorreone who will let them
assume somo respollsibility. They rvant someone who will
give thern chtrllenging ussignments and demand that they be
completed; rvho rvill allorv them to be di{Ierent and not
resent it if they knorv more about a subject than the teacher
himself. They rvant to like and respect the person u'ho
teaches them and to regard him as an example.
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Self-appraising parents will want to take a look at this
picture, too, knowing they are, after all, their childts first,
most important, and most continuing teacher.

, Doltt despair. Few of us-parents, teachers, or anyone
else for that matter-have all of tlie qualities that it takes
to be the ideal parent of a gifted child. Possibly, every
such parent has often thought: ,,This is too big a job for me.
I'm not up to it. I don't have rvhat it takes. f can,t give
him what he needs.t'
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At those low-ebb momenLs, before you question your ade-
quacy, consider the meaning of this important fact: this
child didn't just happen. What he is, you have given to him
or helped him fashion.

And another fact that you should never forget. Maybe
you can:t match his brightness rvith brightness. There are
others whose job that is anyrvay. Those things you, father
and mother, cirn give him are unique aud precious: happy
good mornings and safe good nights, an occasional lap to
rest on, pancakes for breakftrst, an arm to hold him steady
and close, an outstretched hand, and the thousand other
daily acts-some forgotten nnd some forever in memory-
that only parerrts can give us.

And remember this, also: for all of the lacks that you
may feel, you have one ingredient that he needs greatly,
something he doesn't have and won't have for a long time.
That is your experience.

Life can become very thrilling for both of you as your
child grorvs, as you rvork along with him-helping and guid-
ing'when necessary, but standing aside when that is called
for, too. High and joyful possibilities open before both of
you.

Great satisfaction can cone from seeking a wide range of
contacts with the physical, mental, and spiritual worlds.
Even greater sat.isfaction can come from helping a promis-
ing flame become its brightest. You, indeed, are fortunate.
Be glad for the rich, full yielding and rewarding years that
lie ahead for you and your gifted child.
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