








around, see only the long familiar, and dismiss it as having
nothing to offer a child. Irt your youngster be the judge.
Give him a chance and it may surprise you how uruch he-
and possibly you-will learn.

When he gets to the age rvhere he can be trusted on his
orvn, let him explore alone-or with his brothers and sis-
ters- some of the spots around the community.

Good teachers have long larown the need for young in-
quiring minds to touch on many things. Children in most
schools consequently have an opportunity to explore the
community, and thus add to their experiences.
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Some projects set up by the schools to bring the com-
munity to the child are: trips to the zoo, the botanical gar-
dens, museums, printing plants, dairies, farms, churches,
courts, housing projects, all kinds of manufacturing plants,
stores, concerts, quarries, docks, lnkes, observatories, histori-
cal sites, the police station, firehouse, hospital, Salvation
Army quarters, library, manufacturing esablishments,
Chamber of Commerce, a college or university.

Their children's school lacking opportunity for such trips,
one group of parents organized their orvn project to teach
the community to the children. \'l'ith parents alternating
as guides, each Saturday a group of neigliborhood children
went on a tour. Many communities set up programs inde-
pendent of schools to add to the variety of opportunities for
its children. A civic club may organize a choir for young
people. A library may start reading or rvriting classes.
Museums may organize art classes. An interested person
may set up music appreciation projeets. Churches, Boy
Scouts, Girl Scouts, Campfire Girls, 4_H Clubs. the Y's have
a variety of programs for children and young people.

ff you feel that your child is being discriminated against
through lack of ndequate resourres, don't hesitate to seek
advice from the most ncrtable people von knorv. Talk about
your problems with the school principal, vour minister,
priest, or rabbi, your family doetor or larvyer. Often you
will get very helpful advice.

Oaer-scbed,uling is a bazard,

In an efrort to help their child, many par.ents overschedule
his time. As one parent put it: "\\rhat Bill needs is some
rvay to stretch out one day to 48 or 50 honrs." Adding
extra-curricular activities to a childts reEular dav should
be done only after careful consideratio.r. E..nor" tirey want
to please their parents, some children dutifully try to meet
their heavy schodules. Many others, however, rebel and be-
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gin to refuse to do really important, things.
Sometimes the child himself has to be restrained and has

to be taught to make choices among the so many things that
challenge his many interests. fn many cases, the reach of
gifted children often exceeds their physical ability to cope.

Parents must remember that their gifted child is first of
all a child and should have a chance at the joys of childhood.
When his day is so crowded with planned activities and
supervision, little or no time is left to think, to dream, to
play, or to rvander about rvith his o.wn thoughts. The
gifted child needs time for such things as much as any child,
perhaps more.

Although most parents are thinking of the .welfare of
their child, there's a chance that they may want to live his
entire life for him. They may dominate him completely.
They may pay no attention to his likes and dislikes. They
may try to pick his friends, his hobbies, what he does, his
clothes, and finally his career.

The gifted child especially wants and enjoys having a
part in planning his own life. Setting him apart, doing
everything for him, deciding what he will and won't do,
overprotecting him, is bad for him. The gifted child can
usually follorv through to completion on a task without
constant supervision. trVise parents begin early to allorr
him some freedom of choice and freedom to meet life on his
own.

Stimal'ation? Pres sure?

\4rhere does encouragement end and pressure begin ?
If this question could be answered, a great many other

questions l'ould be easy. Children differ, parents differ,
situations dilTer, environments difrer. I{ence, each parent
must answer the question for himself, about his own child.
Even rvithin the strme family, the stimulation-pressure line
can be at vastly different levels for each child.
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There are some cautions, however. Consider what the
child wants, what interests him. Give him as much freedom
of choice as possible rvithin the reasonable restraints of
family life. Rather than be accused of pressuring, some
parents give their child a variety of materials and oppor-
tunities and rvait for him to make the first move. Even
the very young gifted child likes to have some say about
rvhat he should do.

Your cbild,'s first school,ing

Any child is lucky if his school has'a good library of books
and music, if it has motion picture projectors and monoy for
renting or buying films, if there is room for classes to be
divided in'to interesb groups during some of the school day
or rveek, if there are up'to-d'ate globes of the 'world, encyclo-
pedias, micrcscopes, and chemistry labs, and other tools that
will help a curious young mind find ans\rers.

Also, a child is lucky if hels in a school rvhere teachers
have the time to give him special help and guidance in his
reading, special advanced insbruc,tion in such interests as
creative rvriting, literature, science, and dramatics, and spe-
cial thought to his contribution to the school itself and its
services.

With 30 or 40 or even more students in a class, most teach-
ers have all they can do to keep the average boy and girl
stimulated and at rvork. If there is zrny more time, it
usually' goes to helping the weake t to get along'better. The
gifted children by necessity get only crumbs of time and
special attention.

P arent-teac ber partners bip

Your child's teacher and school will be able to do more for
him when they have your confidence and oooperation. W'hen
parents and ,teachers work together a child has a much beb-
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ter chance of reaching full development. When they are
partners, there:s much more likelihood that deeply hidden
talent rn'ill be brought to light.

lYiso parents will try to know their children's teachers
personally, lvill rvork through parent-teacher associations or
school council's to improve school facilities and increase the
competent school personnel. They know that such efiorts
whereyer added will be assets to the gifted child.

Parents u'ill seek to undersband more about the whys and
hows of modern education methods. Some p,arent-teacher
associations have observed ('parents-go-to-school days" in
rvhicli parents go through a school d,ay. fn some communi-
ties, regular school is dismissod so parents m,&y go to school
to learr ivhat their children are being taught. In other
oommuni'ties, rvhere such an ambitious prcgram is not pos-
sible, a school day has been condensed into an evening. The
aim of such a program is rto increase the understanding and
appreciation of *'hat the schools are trying to do.

Being a good school patr.on is a parb of being the right
kind of parcnt. There are many ways in rvhich parents
rvith insight and imagination can rvork to improve the
schools. \\'ise parents for the good of their child will nob
make a nuisance of themselves, n-ill not dernand speci,al
privileges, nor take too much of a teacher's aheady crowded
time in eomplaining over conditions that the teacher person-
ally has no pon erto oyercome.

Insbead, the good school patron can work thrcugh the
parent-toacher ,association and ofher citizen grcups to ease
schedules, to reduce the number of students in crowded
classes, to give the teachers more time for important guid-
ance and attention to individual students, to increase school
budgets to provide for more and better school equipment or
to give more room for students to work and learn.

Such rrork to improve and sbrengbhen your school will
benefit not only your gifted child but also his less able
brothers and sisbers and schoolmates. In fact, teachors have
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found that any efrort to improve the education of the gifted
is felt throughout the entire. school.

Some parents band, togetber

trfany parents of gifted children feel that talking over
their orvn problems rvith other parents who have similar
problems helps them find answers. In greater and greater
numbers. parents over the country are joining together for
this purpose. A great many of these groups haye become
affiliated n'ith the National Association for Gifted Children,
409 Clinton Springs Avenue, Cincinnati 17. Ohio.

Although organized by a group of psychologists and
school administrators, the Nat.ional Association has always
been open to individual parents or groups of parents or lay
persons lrho are interested in the problems of the gifted.
Througlr the parents' pugu of its magazine Tlte Gifted
(ltild Quarterly, the National Association makes it possible
for its members t.o communicate with each other regarding
problems and resources for gifted children.

More scbools plan for gifted

Each year more and more schools over the country are
giving special consideration to the gifted child. They are
rvorking to recognize and draw out special talents and de-
velop them fully. All these schools are taking into account
the fast rate at which a gifted child learns and his wide
range of interests. Ilowever, schools have difierent ideas
as to what ways are most effective in reaching their goals.

Three of the most common wavs schools are providing for
the gifted are acceleration, enrichment. and ability grouping.
These may be used alone or in combination,

Aceeleration, v'hich allows a child to advance at a faster
pace than the average child, may take difrerent forms. A
child may be allon'ed to advance a grade, usdally rvith safe-
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guards against skipping any necessary materiai. Or he
(or maybe a whole class of his equals) may be allowed to
completo a grade more quickly than the school schedule
usually permits. Or 3 years of work may be combined into
2. Or a child may be allowed to enter school a year earlier
than is the general rule.

Enrichment of a program makes it possible to keep a
gifted child in the same class with his age mates by giving
him subjects or material in addition to the usual studies.
These additions not only add to his development, but they
also keep him profitably occupied while he waits {or his
classmates to catch up. This eliminates some protilems of
friendship and social adjustment. The enrichment may in-
clude story writing, dramatics, debates, research problems,
science projects, study of literature and biography, current
events, individual instruction, social recitations, trips,
teacher-pupil conferences, a foreign language. It is a poor
kind of enrichment that requires a gifted child to complete
10 problems while the rest of the class complete only 4, or
lets him dust erasers, or do any other such task just to keep
him busy.

Special grouping may take a number of forms. In some
schools, the exceptionally able are brought together for just
one period tr, week. In a seminar. they discuss their volun-
ttrry reading and choose books for the next n-eek. In other
places, they are brought together for a part of each day to
discuss subjects of current interest and study and to do
many kinds of creative work. In large schools, gifted chil-
dren may form a special section. In some large cities, they
are brought together in special schools.

Hou about college?
'!tr'hy is it that so many of our brightest boys and girls

don't go to college ?
There is no simple ans\rer to this question which is a great
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deal more c,omplicated than many people realize.
Although this problem needs more study some facts are

known. lVe can safely say that one of the big factors is
lack of money. But more than that is often involved.

Horv a family feels about its children going to college
determines in large measure whether children will attend
or not.

Children of college graduates &re more likely to attend
college than children of parents rvho didntt go to college.
If a college education is the accepted thing, then the child
usually goes. ff not, he may not go. How a child's com-
panions feel has much influenc€ on his going or not going.

City children who can live at home while attending col-
lege are more likely to go than those who live in rural areas.
Boys are more likely to go to college than girls.

Make plans ea.il1t

114-ren a child is nearly ready to finish high school, it's
much too late to be making decisions about whether or not
he'll go to coilege. Such a decision, many educators feel,
should be in the making as soon as there is fairly sound
evidence that he can adequateiy. accomplish college courses
if he tries. Surely by the time the child is in the eighth
grade the decision should be made and his studies planned
accordingly.

With such long-range planning, the gifted high school
senior is less likely to find that his grades aren't good enough
for college acceptance, or that the high school courses he
has taken are not the ones that he must have to do effective
college work or even for him to be accepted in some colleges.

The cost of a college education is another thing that needs
to be looked into a long time before a boy or girl is ready
for higher education. Going to college takes a great deal of
money. When 2 or 3 from orie family may be in college
at one time, few families can finance it without sacrificing
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heavily. The average yearly cost of a college education in
a State school is about $1,500. The cost in a private college
is about $2,000. This covers tuition and fees, board and
room, clothes, transportation, books, and recreation.

I{orvever, each year a co}lege education is becoming in-
creasingly possible for an increasing number of young
people through part-time employment, scholarships, and
student loan funds.

Some students think of a fellorvship "handout" or nothing.
Available student loan funds often are unused. Some par-
ents urge their children to make use of such resources, feel-
ing that rve borro'w for so utany things, why not borrow if
necessary for the important investment of a college
education.

Talk rvith tlie principal of your child's school. He may
be able to give you specific information about obtaining
scholarships or loan funds. Or write to the college your
child is interested in attending about possibilitie,s.

Tbe gifted. cbild,'s id.eal

A great n'rany articles about gifted children have talked
trbout the kind of teacher rvlio is best for a gifted child.
Children themselves have been asked. From their ansx'ers
you carl get a fairly clenr idea of the kind of person they
'want to be their teacher.

They rvant a friendly, alert, understanding person, fair
and lielpful. They rvant consistency in their discipline.
They rvant a persoll rvho is strong and healthy and has a
sense of humor. They want sorreone who will let them
assume somo respollsibility. They rvant someone who will
give thern chtrllenging ussignments and demand that they be
completed; rvho rvill allorv them to be di{Ierent and not
resent it if they knorv more about a subject than the teacher
himself. They rvant to like and respect the person u'ho
teaches them and to regard him as an example.

Provided by the Maternal and Child Health Library, Georgetown University

37

@.



Self-appraising parents will want to take a look at this
picture, too, knowing they are, after all, their childts first,
most important, and most continuing teacher.

, Doltt despair. Few of us-parents, teachers, or anyone
else for that matter-have all of tlie qualities that it takes
to be the ideal parent of a gifted child. Possibly, every
such parent has often thought: ,,This is too big a job for me.
I'm not up to it. I don't have rvhat it takes. f can,t give
him what he needs.t'
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At those low-ebb momenLs, before you question your ade-
quacy, consider the meaning of this important fact: this
child didn't just happen. What he is, you have given to him
or helped him fashion.

And another fact that you should never forget. Maybe
you can:t match his brightness rvith brightness. There are
others whose job that is anyrvay. Those things you, father
and mother, cirn give him are unique aud precious: happy
good mornings and safe good nights, an occasional lap to
rest on, pancakes for breakftrst, an arm to hold him steady
and close, an outstretched hand, and the thousand other
daily acts-some forgotten nnd some forever in memory-
that only parerrts can give us.

And remember this, also: for all of the lacks that you
may feel, you have one ingredient that he needs greatly,
something he doesn't have and won't have for a long time.
That is your experience.

Life can become very thrilling for both of you as your
child grorvs, as you rvork along with him-helping and guid-
ing'when necessary, but standing aside when that is called
for, too. High and joyful possibilities open before both of
you.

Great satisfaction can cone from seeking a wide range of
contacts with the physical, mental, and spiritual worlds.
Even greater sat.isfaction can come from helping a promis-
ing flame become its brightest. You, indeed, are fortunate.
Be glad for the rich, full yielding and rewarding years that
lie ahead for you and your gifted child.
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