











When the’ Socxal Security Act was passed and public welfare as we know it today was begun,
the Chudren s Bureau was given responsibility for administering grants to states fof
Cnpgled Children, Maternal and Child Health, and Child Welfare Servnces For public

© Child'Welfare the Bureau has placed emphasis upon the improvement of the quality of the
staff serving children. States have been given wide latitude with few restrictions and
blndmg rules and regulations but with great encouragement from the beginning to have
educational leave and other training programs and to develop, extend and improve services.

The Children’s Bureau is not perfect. It has been consistently understaffed and even now
a relatively small group of men and women are trying against great odds to maintain high
standards for the Bureau and for their own work in it. Throughout the years, though,
there has been the kind of leadership and determination expressed by Grace Abbott in 1934:

"Without apology, then I ask you to use courageously your intelligence,
your strength, and your good will toward children in the progressive
removal of the economic barriers which have retarded the full
development of children in the past. There will, I warn you, be
discouragements and disappointments. But the cause of children

must always triumph ultimately. New standards of what constitutes
scientific care and new knowledge as to what are the social needs of
children will develop. The important thing is that we should be

"on our way" toward adequately meeting their needs. Perhaps you
may ask, 'Does the road lead uphill all the way?” And I must
answer, ''Yes, to the very end.’ But if I offer you a long, hard
struggle, I can also promise you great rewards. Justice for all
children is the high ideal in a democracy....We have hardly as yet
made more than a beginning in the realization of that great objective.”

The needs of children are now quite different than in 1912 and ways of representing their
interests have become more complicated. There are now many bureaus and agencies
concerned in one way or another with the health and welfare of children. Everything has
become more complex. The need, though, is still as great as ever for there to be within
the federal government a unit which speaks forth clearly and fearlessly on behalf of
children, not just for children in public assistance caseloads, not just for children who
need foster home care, not just for children attending well-baby clinics or crippled
children's clinics, but a unit with broad understanding and effective representation for all
the children.

In 1962 the Congress has reaffirmed the intention of the nation to preserve such a unit.

It has given a clear mandate to face up to the task of making comprehensive and improved

services available to all children and their families. As in the years past, we look to the

Children’s Bureau for the kind of leadership that will enable us to "“wheel the baby carriage
out into the traffic."
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